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Abstract
We investigate community members’ perceptions of their engagement with universicy researchers’ engaged research
conducted in their nelghborhoods. Analyzing inerviews, first, we find perceptions are not simply developed from singular
‘experiences, personal experiences, or even Most or could not,

y d, perceptions were
related to broad narratives that endure over time and differed by neighborhood and by racialized group. This implies that
university engagement in communities should seek to understand current and hiscorical relationships while secting clear

‘expectations with community members.

Keywords

p, engaged research, par

Introduction

In the United States, universities are taking on greater
community development roles and community engage-
‘ment practices, increasing their footprint and influ
nearby neighborhoods. These footprints span across vari-

ous areas, including local employment and procurement,
affordeble housing development, business  incubation,
community capacity building, youth education, crime and
safety, and public health (Dubb, McKinley, and Howard
2013; Hodges and Dubb 2012). Com
‘more with universities and their researcl
ety of channels, such as extension, engaged research, ser-
vice-learning, online education, and urban development,
resulting in a wide range of experiences (see chapters in
Fitzgerald, Burack, and Seifer (2010) for discussions about
each channel). Within this context, there are calls for
scholars to conduct engaged research to tackle complex.
societal problems, including problems in their own back-
yards (e.g., Gavazzi and Gee 2018; Van Zandt et al. 2022).
Community-based participatory research (CBPR) is one
such practice, where university researchers involve com-

community member experiences and perceptions in uni-

s partnerships and
rescarch (Lee et al. 2024)

Our purpose i to address this gap using @ mult-site case
study approach. We interviewed communty leaders, neigh-
borhood leaders, and community members with past experi-

2 asking about their exp
feclings, and perceptions regarding engaged research. By
documenting voices from the community, we build upon the
previous conversations about the inclusion of community
voices (Bose 2015; Bruning, McGrew, and Cooper 2006;
Etienne 2012, Wang et al. 2017; Weerts and Sandmann
2008). We add two novel and important findings to this small
body of scholarship. First, perceptions are not simply devel-

nces, personal expericnces, or
experiences; most interviewees did not, or
could not, clearly distinguish engaged esearch from other
university actvites. Second, and related, perceptions were
related to broad narraives that endure over time. Distinct

addresses community’s needs and demands (Isracl et ol
2005). To conduct sustainable and reciprocal engaged

The Oio Seate Universiy, Columbus, OH, USA

research, understanding experiences
and perceptions of the university and it rescarchers is key
10 building better engaged rescarch for future partnerships.
However, scant rescarch in the social sciences includes.

Seungbin Park. City and Regonal Planning Section, Austin E. Knowon
School of Archtecture, The Ohlo Ssce Uniersy, 275 West Woodrulf
Avenue, Columbus, OH 43210, USA.
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