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Analyzing the Priority of a Disaster Budget in Local
Government

Haneul Choi, Tae Kyoon Kim & Young Ho Eom

This study investigates factors that play significant roles in the
decision-making process of a disaster budget. The unit of analysis is 25
local governments in Seoul Metropolitan City. The panel regression
method is used to analyze time series data from 2009-2013. Results reveal
that, when socio-political factors are considered, demand for disaster
management is not reflected in prioritizing a disaster budget. That the
demand for disaster management is statistically insignificant is interesting
because it indicates that past experiences of disasters are seemingly not
taken as seriously as such experiences should be at the local government
level. Conversely, socio-political factors and organizational characteristics
are statistically significant. It indicates that for local governments, the
socio-political environment and characteristics of it overrule the necessity
of prioritizing a disaster budget. This study empirically, though indirectly,
proves that disaster management services at the local government level
may be seriously inadequate, and below acceptable standards, which,
previously has been theoretically noted by multiple researchers. This study
is expected to provide valuable insight for decision makers so they can

better prepare for disaster management in the future.
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