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International Film Festival and the Role of National
State: ‘Active neutrality’

Youjung Song & Yong-Sook Lee

The objective of this study was to analyze causes of the Busan
International Film Festival (BIFF) crisis since 2014 and suggest policy
solutions from a viewpoint of 'active neutrality'. We argue that violations
of 'active neutrality' and 'cultural publicness' are crucial factors to explain
the BIFF crisis. For this, we defined 'active neutrality' in the context of
cultural administration and analyzed complex processes that 'active
neutrality’ and 'cultural publicness' were infringed by the national state.
We offered institutionalization of 'active neutrality' as the prerequisite for
BIFF's revival based on multi-scalar governance. The target of analysis was
the BIFF crisis since 2014 that was triggered by screening of the movie
“Diving Bell”. This study adopted a case study method with multipart
strategies including in-depth interviews, archives, and secondary source
data collection. In-depth interviews were conducted with BIFF staff

members and movie figures.

% Key Words: active neutrality, multi-scalar governance, multi-scalar mediators,

Busan International Film Festival



