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Trend Analysis of Korean Studies for Public Servants,
Bureaucrats and ‘Gong—jik’ Using Text Mining

Sangun Park, ByungRyang Lee & MinKyung Jung

The purpose of this study is to analyze research trends of Korean
studies for “public servants”, “bureaucrats’, and “Gong-jik’, using text
mining techniques. Among the journals of public administration classified
in the KCI, this study includes 1,103 articles 1981-2018. This paper
discusses various theoretical perspectives that have fostered different
names for Korean government employees, and confirms if those various
labels actually reflect different perspectives through the content of
research. The analysis shows that a majority of researchers perceive the
facilitators of government activities as “public servants”, and many of
them conduct research without distinguishing the concepts of “public
servants’ and °‘Gong-jik’. The most common research themes were
behavior theory and the personnel system in the Korean government,
while public service value and politics-power issues are relatively less
studied. Especially, the subjects of the studies using key words such as
“public servants” and “Gong-jik” are largely similar, and they basically
define entire research subjects. The concepts “public servants” and
“‘Gong-jik” are wused without distinction at least among Korean
researchers. That finding is surprising given that “Gong-jik” is expected to
be more value-laden than “public servants’. On the other hand,
‘bureaucrats’” research has its own identity that focuses on
bureaucracy-related themes, which are markedly different from “public
servants’ and ‘Gong-jik” studies. That seems to be related to the

cohesiveness of the “bureaucrats” research population.

% Keywords: Text mining, Government employees, Public Servants, Bureaucrats,

Gong-jik, Topic Modeling



