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3) Non-medical masks(aka. fabric masks, DIY masks) can act as a barrier to
prevent the spread of the virus from the wearer to others, not standardized like
medical masks. Remember, the use of a fabric mask alone is not sufficient to
provide an adequate level of protection(UNESCO, 2020.06.03.).
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The Dilemma of Mask Policy for COVID-19:
Response to the Dilemma and Standards

Donghwan Kim & Soomin Cho

With the spread of the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic
worldwide in 2020, all governments over the world have experienced the
dilemma between the spread of infectious diseases and economic and
social retreats. This paper focuses on the changes in mask policies,
especially on how the government's disease prevention and control policy
has been achieved in these policy dilemmas. If the government had
implemented a policy to make it mandatory to wear masks in the early
stage of the spread of COVID-19, it could have maximized the
effectiveness of the measure. However, due to the shortage of masks, a
policy decision could not be made prematurely. Amid the dilemma
between quarantine through mandatory mask wearing and the social cost
of the mask crisis, the government responded by distributing public face
masks and enacting the KF-AD mask standards. In this paper, we discuss
that policies on these pandemic dilemmas have been made in short-term
and institutional responses (from a long-term perspective) at the same
time, without categorizing them into short-term and long-term responses,
as in conventional dilemma discussions. In addition, this paper presents

the role of standards in this institutional response.

% Keywords: policy dilemma, COVID-19, mask standards
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