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Key Issues and Directions for Improvement in
Public Ethics in South Korea

Seunghwan Lee

The current public ethics system in South Korea emphasizes the
obligation of public officials to prevent corruption, manage conflicts of
interest, and fulfill their duties. However, the current laws and regulations,
such as the Public Service Ethics Act, do not comprehensively cover all
aspects of public ethics, and the means to internalize ethical behavior
among public officials are lacking. Historically, the focus of public ethics
in South Korea has been on regulating the unethical conduct of public
officials. However, there is a growing demand for higher ethical standards
and a shift towards emphasizing the professional competence of public
officials and the need for ethical decision-making. In addition to legal and
hierarchical administrative responsibility, there is an increasing expectation
for individual public officials to assume political responsibility, leading to
value conflicts and dilemmas among public officials. To address these
issues, it is necessary to clearly define the elements of public ethics
expected of South Korean public officials, establish comprehensive laws
and regulations to govern public ethics, and strengthen public ethics

education to foster a culture of public ethics.

% Key words: public ethics, administrative control, public administration
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