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Inequality Dynamics in South Korea:
An Exploratory Analysis of Trends and Structures

Jiwon Kim, Dongwook Kim & Jun Koo

Inequality has recently emerged as a prominent issue in our society,
leading to extensive research. Despite this, many existing studies
predominantly adopt a fragmented perspective on inequality rather than
structurally analyzing it based on the life cycle. This research attempts to
overcome such limitations in prior studies by exploring the manifestation
of inequality grounded in the life cycle and analyzing the changing
patterns of inequality through adolescence, adulthood, and old age.
Firstly, we examine income inequality in South Korea over the past
decade, educational inequality during adolescence, employment inequality
in adulthood, and health inequality in old age.

Additionally, to understand the structural associations of inequality
across the life cycle, we employ exploratory logistic regression analysis
based on the Korean Labor and Income Panel Study(KLIPS). This study
provides a comprehensive understanding of inequality across the life
cycle, revealing the structural dimensions of inequality in education,
employment, and health. The empirical analysis yields predictive probabilities
of inequality in these domains, offering substantial implications for policy

efforts to address and mitigate inequality in our society in the future.
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