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Confucian Inheritance in Korean Public
Administration lll: Precision and Learning
Obsessions

Sung Ho Chung

This is the third paper searching for Confucian inheritance in
contemporary Korean public administration. Two Confucius obsessions,
“precision” and “learning,” are analyzed by “jigsaw puzzle reading” of 7he
Analects of Confucius. As 1 have already argued in previous papers,
Confucian traditions have been inherited to modern Koreans in forms of
unconscious structure rather than conscious ones like thoughts and
institutions. Confucius’ doctrines of “the mean” and ‘learning” will be
especially examined to discuss his obsessions. With this inherited
precision obsession, Korean public administrators like to dictate every
word from superiors and blindly obeyed their orders. An imitation to
American public administration by practitioners and scholars is another
modern manifestation of Koreans' precision obsession. Having Confucius’
learning obsession, Koreans unusually show strong preference to pursuit
higher academic degrees and tolerate existing government examination
systems which request inhumanly hard preparation. Jacques Lacan’s
psychoanalytic theory is used as the main theoretical frame for discussion

in this study.

% Key Words: Confucius, Analects of Confucius, Confucian Public Administration,
Korean Public Administration, Confucius’ Obsessions on Precision and

Learning, Jacque Lacan, Lacanian Psychoanalysis



