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The Electoral Commitment in Local Elections and
The Framing of Gender Mainstreaming

Lee, Eun-Kyoung

The purpose of this paper was to analyze the commitment of the
elected candidates in local elections, assuming that the framing of gender
mainstreaming can result from political opportunities.

I analyzed the contents of the commitment of seven regional elected
candidates, matched with the president-elect of the regional government
in the 2014 and 2018 local elections. Specifically, the contents of the
commitment of the elected candidates were analyzed based on the
four-dimensional concepts of social justice (economic distribution,
cultural recognition, legal treatment, and political representation).

As a result, in 2014 and 2018, the elections of seven regional
metropolitan governments presidents showed the highest frequency
regarding respect for women's gender role (cultural recognition). Women
were considered “women who give birth,” and cultural recognition of
women related to birth (career-break women, pregnant women, parent,
homemakers, etc.) was strong. However the “political representation”
aspect of gender equality was barely revealed in the elections of the
elected candidates. In the 2018 regional elections, seven regional
elections' gender-responsive commitment declined significantly compared
to 2014.

% Keywords: gender mainstreaming, framing, social justice, electoral

commitment, political opportunity



