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Happiness: A New Platform for Policy Discourse

Jun Koo

Korea has undergone unprecedented growth and economic success
over the last half century. However, a wide range of quality of life
measures says otherwise about the Korean society. As a solution for such
a discrepancy, this study argues that happiness should be at the center
of policy discourse. Considering that growth does not necessarily bring
happiness, this is a change that is overdue for quality upgrade in our
society. If happiness becomes a core value in the policy discourse, it will
change perspectives for the policy goals, tools, and evaluations. Drawing
upon Sen's capability theory, this study examines how happiness can be
factored in the policy discourse. Additionally, this study also illustrates
how policy goals, tools, and evaluations can change if happiness serves

as a platform for the policy discourse.

% Key Words: policy, happiness





