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Confucian Inheritance in Korean Public
Administration IV: Confucius' Body

Sung Ho Chung

This is the fourth attempt of reading the Analects of Confucius and
Korean public administration through the Lacanian lens. Previous
articles have thoroughly analyzed the concepts of Confucius desires and
obsessions and how they have manifested within the culture of
contemporary Korean public administration. This paper continues to
build upon these analyses, and examines the idea of the Confucius body,
as described in the Analects, and looks more critically into his theory
about what the body represents to those who are rulers (Kunja). This
paper argues that the body contains inscribed signifiers, and are the key
agents in influencing the traditional unconscious structure within
contemporary Korean public administration; which as a result, led to
Koreans having a similar administrative body that embodies Confucian

values of “ambivalence” and “class-hierarchization.”

% Keywords: Korean public administration, Jacques Lacan, Confucius’
body, Analects of Confucius



