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Essence of Decision, A Fourth Cut:
A Cuba Missile Crisis from a Dilemma Perspective

Yung Chul Lee

The strength of the dilemma theory on decision making lies in
understanding the decision in a dilemma situation, which is left
unspecified by other theories. Yet, existing studies have focused mainly
on identifying dilemma situations and finding reactions to dilemmas, but
have not explored theoretical comparisons of dilemma theory with
others. This paper compares the dilemma perspective with a rational
actor model regarding the decision over the US blockade of Cuba during
the Cuba missile crisis in 1962. By comparing two theoretical models,
this study finds out that the dilemma theory explicates less analyzed
aspects of the blockade decision: the diplomatic resolution alternative
was put aside because it did not see the issue as dilemma; military
invasion and indirect blockade are posed as dilemmas; a search for the
alternative is bound by the decision maker's value premises; and some
did not see the crisis as dilemma. This study claims that the dilemma
theory is useful and, better in some aspects, in exploring key moments

under the specific conditions of dilemma.

% Keywords: Dilemma theory, Rational actor model, Cuba missile crisis
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