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(c.f. Shapiro, 1997, Ruffing, 2014; 43| & A%, 2004; A4do}, 2011 A&
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Recommendations for Enhancing Specialization and
Autonomy of Specialized Administrative Agencies:
Focusing on Korea Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention

Inyoung Cho

This study explored realities and limitations of policy-making processes
involving specialized administrative agencies, focusing on Korean Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (KCDC) during the COVID-19
pandemic. In-depth interviews with KCDC officials and analysis of
newspaper articles were conducted to examine what it took for
specialized administrative agencies to freely express their highly
specialized opinions and rationally support the decision-making of
political authorities. We found that to ensure that the professional
judgment of administrative agencies would be respected, recruiting
flexible personnel free from institutional constraints of existing
bureaucracy would be important to collect external opinions, strengthen
the rationality of analysis through data disclosure, and reduce nepotistic
appointments and dismissals. We also found that even in the
decision-making process where expertise was paramount, democratic
consensus and persuasion were essential to overcome political constraints

accompanying it inevitably.

% Keywords: Specialized Administrative agencies, Professional government
bureaucracy, Korea Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (KCDC)





