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Exploring the Role of Expertise in Independent
Administrative Agencies: Investigating Relationships of
Expertise, Independence, and Legitimacy

Dong Chul Shim

This study investigated the meaning of expertise in independent
administrative agencies. To achieve this, the study examined relationship
between expertise and independence, aiming to establish a theoretical
foundation for future research on the expertise of independent
administrative agencies. Firstly, this study explored the connection
between expertise and independence in independent administrative
agencies through theoretical considerations and interviews with staff and
members working in these agencies and investigated their perceptions of
independence, procedural fairness, and professionalism. A qualitative
analysis method was employed for this investigation. The study’s findings
confirmed that an independent administrative agency's expertise was
crucial for maintaining its legitimacy and that its independence was
closely related to its expertise. Furthermore, securing procedural fairness
affected the foundation for ensuring the legitimacy of independent
administrative agencies and the professionalism of secretariats. In
conclusion, a model for factors affecting the expertise of independent
administrative agencies is derived and future research directions are

suggested.

% Keywords: Independent administrative agencies, professionalism,

expertise, procedural justice, administrative independence



