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Experiences of Resident Members Working in
Participatory Budgeting Committee in Seoul
Autonomous Districts

Gunyoung Lee, Chung-Lae Cho, & Hyejung Cheon

This study aimed to understand experiences of resident members
working in participatory budgeting system in Seoul Autonomous Districts
and meaning of such experiences to them. To this end, individual
interviews were conducted with six resident members. They experienced
attachment to the community and political efficacy as they witnessed a
change in community with a budget of less than 1% of the total budget
of local districts. However, these experiences led to a dual attitude of
prioritizing interests of their own residential area over other areas. In
addition, if the project was judged unfit due to administrative
convenience, they felt empowerment by reversing results through power
struggle. Learning about local finances gave great meaning to the pride
of doing “public work.” They sometimes identified themselves with public
officials by seeing themselves accepting waste of unused budgets as
inevitable. Although they are proud of doing public work as a policy
proposer, they sometimes question their roles due to a lack of
information on the situation after enforcement. Finally, ambivalence was
captured as a phenomenon that penetrated their experiences and
meanings. Implications of these research results for residents’ autonomy

and participation are discussed.

% Keywords: participatory budgeting system, participatory budgeting

committee, ambivalence








